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NDSS’25 in Selected Numbers
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Statistics 

Accepted Papers: 211

Submissions: 
● Summer: 365 (+ 9 Desk Rejects) 
● Fall: 946 (+ 49 Desk Rejects)
⇒ 1311 Valid Submissions

167 PC members, 3629 Reviews, 9576 Discussion Comments
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NDSS Growth

Double the sub-
mission numbers 
from 2024!

694
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Historical Acceptance Rates

20.3% AR Summer
14.5 % AR Fall
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Paper Decisions During the Review Process

100% acceptance rate for 
Minor Revisions

87.3% acceptance rate for 
Major Revisions
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Paper Decisions During the Review Process
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Review Scores for Accepted and Rejected Papers

(Average score = 2.927)

(1) (1)
(2)          (3)                         (5) (2)           (3)                         (5)

(4)(4)

(Average score = 1.992)
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Rejected Papers by Topic

1st:  ML/AI/LLM Security
2nd: SW/FW/HW Analysis
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Accepted Papers by Topic

1st:  ML/AI/LLM Security
2nd: SW/FW/HW Analysis
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Acceptance Rate by Topic

ML/AI/LLM Security

1st Large-Scale Critical Infrastructures
2nd Trustworthy Computing

16.1% overall AR
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NDSS’25 Review Process Insights
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167 PC 
members

Max # of 
reviews: 27 

Avg # of 
reviews: 22

TPC Members - Thank You
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Topic-Concern Assessment Committee 
● Lorenzo Cavallaro, Ghassan Karame, Ivan Martinovic, Mathias Payer, 

Stjepan Picek, William Robertson, Ben Stock
● Assessed 101 papers we had flagged for possible topic concerns 
● 34 papers desk rejected

Ethics Review Board
● Srdjan Capkun (Chair), Rachel Greenstadt, Aravind Machiry, René 

Mayrhofer, William Robertson, Juan Tapiador
● Assessed 49 papers with Ethical Concerns
● Interactive process with the authors to address concerns

Distinguished Paper Selection Committee → More tomorrow

TPC Subcommittees - Special Thanks
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NDSS promotes, upholds, & defends professional conduct + ethical 
academic behavior
Zero tolerance for
● Simultaneous submission to other conferences → rejection from both venues
● Borderline double submission in Summer and Fall Cycle 

→ early reject of Fall submission
● Unethical attempts of author(s) to interfere with the review process (Author-

Reviewer Favoritism & Disclosure of Reviewer Identities)  
→ late paper reject after acceptance

Further case-by-case investigations 
● Suspicion of AI-generated text in papers and reviews
● Suspicion of plagiarism
● Suspicion of retaliation
● Benefits vs. Risks of security research (such as attacking real-world systems)

Ethics
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Cross-Conference Response: NDSS is part of ACM SIGSAC PROTECT
● PROTECT = SIGSAC Committee on Preserving Professional Conduct and 

Academic Ethics), established in Fall 2024
● NDSS TPC Co-Chairs & Steering Committee Representative 
● Coordination with PC chairs of all first-tier security conferences
● Continuous discussion of protection mechanisms (manual 

reviewer bidding vs. automatic assignments, restrictive reviewer 
identity sharing vs. anonymous reviewer discussions, etc.)

Current status:
● Single allegation:  in dubio pro reo | Accumulated evidence:  Strict reaction
● Focus on prevention / defense mechanisms rather than punishment
● Report unethical behavior in reviews of computer security conferences: 

https://forms.gle/bcCfB5TmCvSiXnsf7 → ~10 cases submitted / under 
investigation

Ethics
https://www.sigsac.org/protect/

Committee

● Somesh Jha
● Ninghui Li
● Christina Pöpper
● Zhiqiang Lin
● Lujo Bauer
● Véronique Cortier
● William Enck
● Thorsten Holz
● Trent Jaeger
● Engin Kirda
● David Lie
● Cristina Nita-Rotaru
● Hamed Okhravi
● Mathias Payer
● Giancarlo Pellegrino
● Michael Reiter
● Yinqian Zhang

https://forms.gle/bcCfB5TmCvSiXnsf7
https://www.sigsac.org/protect/
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David Balenson - Organizing Committee Chair

Mridula Singh and Hyungsub Kim for handling the Proceedings

Robin Wilton from ISOC - bridge between Program Co-Chairs, 
Organizing Committee and ISOC

External reviewers (we needed your expert knowledge!)

All authors who submitted papers (you keep pushing boundaries!)

All of you for coming (you will make the next big breakthrough!)

Further Thanks go to …
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… is like good health - You only realize how 
bad yours is when it is too late. 

Good Security …




